Highland

— Public Library

Minutes of Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Highland Public Library
14 Elting Place; Highland, NY 12528

Date: February 26, 2026

Attending:

Elaine Rivera, President; Mark McPeck, 1st Vice President; Jacqueline Burke, 2™ Vice
President, Eric Norberg, Corresponding Secretary; Phyllis Freeman, Trustee; Sarah
Navins, Trustee; Melissa Burdash, Friends Liaison: Lisa Gill, Library Director, Sharon

Battershall, Treasurer

Absent:
Patrick Mason, Finance Officer

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.
The members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Board moved into Executive Session (Personnel), until 6:35pm. After the Executive
Session, S. Navins and M. Burdash had to leave.

E. Norberg moved to accept the minutes of the January 22, 2026 meeting.
P. Freeman seconded. All were in favor.

Financial Report:

E. Norberg moved as follows: Be it resolved to approve the warrants attached for
operating expenses for the periods ending Jan. 31 and Feb. 15, 2026.

P. Freeman seconded. All were in favor.

E. Norberg moved as follows: Be it resolved to accept the January 2026 financial report
as prepared by Rose Woodworth, Accountant of WZ Accountants. P. Freeman
seconded. All were in favor.

Agenda Items:




Director’s Report:
L. Gill reported:

Some items that used to appear on the warrant list are now getting paid online, and so
they are not necessarily recorded on the warrant list.

Library services have expanded, with the circulation numbers considerably higher. Staff
is doing an outstanding job with community outreach, services,

programs and activities.

The Library has applied for an Erate grant. Erate is a federal program that helps
libraries and schools afford internet access and related technology services by providing
significant discounts on eligible expenses.

Old Business: N/A at this meeting

New Business:
The Library Election has been set for April 22, 2026. On that date the public will vote
upon the proposed budget for the 2026-2027 year.

M. McPeck moved as follows: Be it resolved that the following appointment of election
workers will be in effect:

Chair of Election: Lisa Gill

Election Clerk: Julie Kelsall-Dempsey

Election Inspectors: Angela Grieco and Susan Bacchi at $16.50 per hour

Alternative Inspectors: Julie Kelsall-Dempsey and Dana Wood

E. Norberg seconded. All were in favor.

J. Burke reports that she will not be seeking re-election for Board Member.
A vacancy will therefore exist which can be sought by someone else.

Tax Cap Override Resolution- please see attached document following the adjournment
notice below.

Committees:

Facilities:

Friends Liaison: } N/A at this meeting
Trustee Training:

Personnel:

Public Comment:

E. Rivera stated that the next Board meeting will be on March 26, 2026.
M. McPeck moved to adjourn. E. Norberg seconded. The meeting adjourned at 6:45
p.m.



Respectfully Submitted,

Sharon Battershall, Secretary

Tax Cap Override Resolution

Whereas, the adoption of this 2026-2027 budget for the Highland Public Library requires
a tax levy increase that exceeds the tax cap imposed by state law, as outlined in
General Municipal Law Section 3-c adopted in 2011, and

Whereas, General Municipal Law Section 3-c expressly permits the library board to
override the tax levy limit by a resolution approved by a vote of sixty percent of qualified
board members;

Now therefore be it resolved that the Board of Trustees of the Highland Public Library
voted and approved to exceed the tax levy for 2026-2027 by at least sixty percent of the
board of trustees as required by state law on February 26, 2026, Board of Trustees
meeting date.

Roll Call (all in favor)
Elaine Rivera

Mark McPeck

Jacqui Burke

Eric Norberg

Phyllis Freeman



